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desirable mode sometimes followed, as was done some
years ago with the body of the "li\dng Buddha" at Lit'ang,
This was carried out of the lamasery on a stretcher
which was followed by the abbot and his 3500 monks.
Many of the latter (probably ri-tru-ba, or ascetics) had
human jaw-bones fastened to their left arms, and skull-
bowls hanging from their sides. The procession marched
slowly to the top of a hill outside the townj the corpse
was laid on the ground, and the abbot took his seat on a
stone near-by. Then some lamas stripped the flesh off
the body, commencing with the arms, and handed the
pieces to the abbot. These he held at arm's length in the
air, when vultures, which were sailing around in expec-
tation of the feast, swooped down and snatched them
from his hand. In this manner all but the bones were
disposed of; then these were pounded into a pulp, and
the abbot mixed this with tsamba in his eating-bowl,
and fed the balls thus made to 'the birds, reserving
for his own private delectation the last ball of the
unsavory mess.1 With this the ceremony was at an end.
This form of obsequies, known as "celestial iftterment,"
is the most esteemed,2
One of the first questions I asked Mgr. Biet was con-
cerning the mysterious Indian traveler who in 1882 had
1  Among many resemblances be-       The   reason   for   the   preference
tween Tibetan and Korean Buddhism    given to the " celestial interment"
itisof interest to note that the bodies    is, Fbelieve, found in the lamaist
of Korean Buddhist monks are burned    theory of the "intermediate state"
and that the ashes mixed with riee-    {bar-do)    between    death   and  re-
flour are fed to birds.                         generation, which it is most desir-
2 This and the other modes of dis-    able to shorten.    Its lengtih depends
posing of the dead obtaining in Tibet    on the time requisite for the eom-
may naturally have arisen among a    plete dissolution of the body, which
semi-ttomadie people, in a cold, rocky    here means its digestion by the birds,
country, where burial of the dead    dogs, or fishes*   So by feeding it to
would be attended with much dim-    birds the period of bar-do is reduced
culty.                                                  to a minimum; dogs eorae next, and